A.P. English
Syllabus
1st Quarter: Misspent Youth
Readings:
"Good Readers and Good Writers"- V. Nabokov
How to Read Literature Like a Professor- Thomas Foster
"A&P"-John Updike
"Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment- N. Hawthorne
"Two Kinds"- Amy Tan
"Antigone"- Sophocles
Various poets/poems- Roethke, Soto, Hayden, Houseman, Parker, Lawrence, Herrick, Marvel
College Application Essays- sampling of student responses
Formal Writing Assignment:  NARRATIVE ESSAY—COLLEGE APPLICATION ESSAY
Composition Skills:  
• Understanding the components of the rhetorical situation
• Understanding the language of rhetoric/writing
• Choosing appropriate details
• Coherence 
· Using an appropriate tone​       
Weekly Writing:
-AP Practice Essay Questions will be a regular part of your work this quarter
-Reader's notebook
2nd Quarter: Americana
Readings:
"The Glass Menagerie"- Tennessee Williams
The Great Gatsby- F. Scott Fitzgerald
"Barn Burning"- W. Faulkner
"Chrysanthemums"- J. Steinbeck
"Beauty"- Susan Sontag 
"Appetite" - Laurie Lee
"Discrimination is a Virtue"- Robert Keith Miller
"On Being a Cripple"- Nancy Mairs
"Waiting is a Way of Life"- Lance Morrow
Various poets/poems- Eliot, Whitman, Sandburg, Thomas, Cummings, Hughes, Dunbar, McKay
Formal Writing Assignment: EXTENDED DEFINITION ESSAY with the Oxford English Dictionary
Composition Skills:
· appeals to authority, reason, and emotion in argument
· specificity in diction choices
· evidence and the rhetorical situation
· kinds of definitions in an argument
Weekly Writing:
-AP Practice Essay Questions will be a regular part of your work this quarter
-Reader's notebook
3rd Quarter: The British are Coming!
Readings:
"Othello"- W. Shakespeare
Things Fall Apart- Chinua Achebe
Various poets/poems- Coleridge, Keats, Wordsworth, Shakespeare, Blake, Browning
Formal Writing Assignment: A MOMENT IN A NOVEL (LITERARY PAPER)
Composition Skills:  
• Identifying and examining the relationship of a part of a novel to the whole of the novel
• Understanding the relationship of a part to a whole in literary analysis
• Methods of development and organization
• Structure as a device to enhance content
Weekly Writing:
-AP Practice Essay Questions—both literary analysis and open-ended questions
-Reader's notebook
4th Quarter: Femme Fatale
Readings:
"The Lottery"- Shirley Jackson
Age of Innocence- Edith Wharton
"The Awakening"- Kate Chopin
Beloved- Toni Morrison
"The Tempest"- W. Shakespeare
Formal Writing Assignment:  EVALUATION ARGUMENT (ON A PIECE OF ART OF YOUR CHOOSING)
 
Composition Skills:
• Understanding criteria of evaluation
• Understanding and using quantitative and qualitative arguments
• Formulating criteria for evaluation
• Making claims in evaluation
• Presenting evidence in evaluation
• Considering design and visuals in evaluation
 
Weekly Writings:
-Reader's notebook
-AP Practice Essay Questions—both literary analysis and open-ended questions
 

Grading-

Readings/Reader’s notebook- 30%

Formal Writing Assignments-30%

AP Practice Questions-30%

Participation (notebook/notes check, rough drafts, group work, etc.,)-10%
